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state and defence of the realm, and of the church of England,
and the maintenance and maldng of laws, and redress of
mischiefs and grievances which daily happen within this realm,
are proper subjects and matter of counsel and debate in parlia-
ment: and that in the handling and proceeding of those
businesses every member of the House of Parliament hath and
of right ought to have freedom of speech, to propound, treat,
reason and bring to conclusion the same : and that the Commons
in parliament have like liberty and freedom to treat of these
matters in such order as in their judgments shall seeni fittest:
and that every member of the said House hath like freedom
from all impeachment, imprisonment and molestation (other
than by censure of the House itself) for or concerning any
speaking, reasoning or declaring of any matter or matters
touching the parliament or parliament business; and that, if
any of the said members be complained of and questioned for
anything done or said in parliament, the same is to be shewed
to the king by the advice and assent of all the Commons
assembled in Parliament, before the king give credence to any
private information.                                      Bush worth, I. p. 53.

17. The King's Proclamation on dissolving Parliament,
6 Jan. 1622.

A Proclamation for dissolving this present Parliament.

Albeit the assembling, continuing and dissolving of par-
liament be a prerogative so peculiarly belonging to our
imperial crown, and the times and seasons thereof so absolutely
in our own power, that we need not give account thereof unto
any; yet according to our continual custom to make our good
subjects acquainted with the reasons of all our public resolutions
and actions, we have thought it expedient at this time to
declare not only our pleasure and resolution therein, grounded
upon mature deliberation, with the advice and uniform con-
sent of our whole privy council, but therewith also to note
some special proceedings moving us to this resolution . . .

This Parliament was by us called, as for making good and
profitable laws, so more especially, in this time of miserable
distraction throughout Christendom, for the better settling of